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MI'NUTES
OF THE
GENESEE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE
FREE METHODIST CHURCH.
The ninth session of this body was held at Parma Cen..
tel', Monroe Co., N. y�, commencing on Thurday morning,
Sept. 24th, and closing on Monday, Sept. 28th,1868.
Rev. B. T. Roberts, the Superintendent, opened the ses..
sion with appropriate devotional exercises.
A. A. Phelps was elected Secretary, and William Jack:
son, Assistant.
The roll was called, and nineteen, of the twenty-five
preachers in full connection, responded to their names.
COMMITTEES.
On PublicWorship-A. H. Greene, Asa Abell, C. A.
Knox.
On Missions-B. T. Roberts, Asa Abell, A. F. Curry,
Henry Hornsby, F. J. Ewell, G. W. Holmes� William H.
Doyle, A. Pickard, A. B. Mathewson.
On Sabbath &hools-Wm. Manning, G. W. Humphrey,
K H. Lowe, T. Corliss, N. 'N. Tefft.
On Olaims-J. W. Reddy, A. H. Greene.
(JnPublications-B. T. Roberts, LeviWood, H.Hornsby�
..A. ]''_ Curry, G.W. Coleman,W. H. Doyle, G.W. Holmes.
On Puolishing the .lJfinutes-J.W. Reddy, Wm. Jack·
son.
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To .collect Funds for same-C. D. Bl'ooks, O. O. Bacon.
On Temperance-F. J. Ewell, S.II. Lowe, Andrew Gar­
lock.
Qn Education-B. T. Roberts, Asa Abell, A. F. Curry,
J. W. Reddy, G. W. Holmes, N. N. Tefft, W. H. Doyle,
Andrew Garlock.
On the Bible Cause-C. D. Brooks, Thomas Sully.
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of the Preachers and Delegates
having a seat in this Conference?
Preachers-B. T. Roberts, Asa Abell, A. F. Curry, Hen­
ry Hornsby, F. J. Ewell, J. 'V. Reddy, J. C. Thomas, E.
Herrick, C. D. Brooks, James Mathews, William Jones,
G. W. Humphrey, A. H, Greene, O. O. Bacon, G. W. Mar­
cellus, A. A. Phelps, Wm. Manning, Wm. Jackson, S. H.
Lowe, J. W. McAlpine, G. W. Coleman, M. E. Brown,
r. o.White, A. G. Terry, Robert Abell, Melville Burritt,
T. B. Catton.
IJelegates-Amasa Barrett, G. W. Bolmes,W. H. Doyle,
John Sherwood, Micah Draper, Lyman Parker, C. A. Knox,
N. A. Bennett, A. S.Willett, N. N. Tefft, Orlando Mallory,
Tristram Corliss, Andrew Garlock, A. Pickard; C. L. Steves,
A. B. Mathewson, Thomas Sully, Charles English, Alanson
Bacon, James R. Johnson, Selkirk Phillips, T. Carpenter,
Geo. W. Barney, B. S. Corwin.
2. Who are the Stationing Committee?
Rev. B. T. Roberts, Rev. Asa Abell, Rev. A. F. Curry,
Rev. Henry Hornsby, Rev. F. J. Ewell, G. W. Holmes,
Wm. H. Doyle, A. Pickard, A. B.Mathewson.
3. What Preachers are admitted on trial?
N. H. Brown, Edwin P. Sellew, A. A. Burgess, A. C.
Leonard.
4. Who remain on trial?
Sohn Robinson, Wm. R. Cusick.
3
�. Who are admitted into full connection?
Melville Burritt, T. B. Catton, Robert AbelL
6. Who are the Deacons?
Melville Burritt, T, B.Catton, Robert Abell, 1. C.White,
1\I. E. Brown.
7. Who have been elected and ordainedElders this year?
James McAlpine.
8. 'Vho have located this year?
None.
9. Who are superannuated or worn-out preachers?
None.
10. Who have been expelled?
None.
11. Who have withdrawn?
A. A. Phelps.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and conver­
sation?
Their names were all called, and their characters sepa�
rately examined. None were foupd guilty of unchristian
or immoral conduct.
13. Who have died this year?
None.
14. What is the number of Church members, etc.?
(See next page.)
16. Where are our preachers stationed this year?
(See next page.)
16. When and where shall our next Conference be held?
At Johnsonburgh, Wyoming county, N. Y., on the last
Wednesday in September, 1869.
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TABLE OF STATISTICS.
CHARG1l;S .
..__----- -.- - - - - -- --- --- -- ---_--
Rochester .... : 32 20 52 2 1 40 $ 4 00 5 50 300' 00 5,000
West Falls .... 58 28 86 1 2 70 22 45 369 00 3,500
Lockport ..... 74 10 84 112110
8 00 500 00 6,000.
Allegany ..... 89 43 132 2 4128 26 20 33 40 425 00 350
East Otto ..... 25 6 31 2 1 25 10 00 3 00 365 00
Wales & Alden 61 17 78 2 2 90 19 32 3 12 525 00 1,200
Buffalo ....... 67 12 79 1 52 25 63 12 00 3 00 428 15 7,000
Rushford ..... 79 11 90 1 1 40 18 63 4 25 387 00
Charlotte ..... 23 6 29 1 35 300 00
Tonawanda ... 48 20 68 3 2 55 9 62 635 00 1,�O<J
Porter, etc .... 118 6124 2 80 29 05 625 00 3,500
Yates & Carl'n. 74 6 80 2 2 60 10 00 400 00 '800
Gainesville.... 33 2 35 1 18 2 00 1 25 1 25 215 64 2,600
Mt. Morris .... 45 4 49 2 1 20 400 00 3,000
Swed.&Brock. 4710 57 1 2 60 37 1G 13 25 400 00 1,500
Gowanda, etc .. 9714 111 4 1 30 30 42 11 85 5 24 500 00 6,000
Leroy, etc...•. 46 3 49 24 78 [) 32 365 16
Eldred...••... 12 7 19 �
Perry, etc..... 7810 88 1 2 60 61 38 4 85 500 00 3,500
Akron, etc .... 89 7 96 1 1 25 31 50 551 69 2,200
Kendall ...... 75 5 80 1 40 32 00 7 00 31 00 500 00 300
Java, etc.....
rOI
4 165 2 2 80 14 20 400 00 3,000
Albion. .. . ... 200 2 202 3 1 70 15
001550
00 10,000
Parma, etc.... 157 10 167 4 5240 89 00 891 65 13,500
Belmont.. . . .. 25 3 28 1 2 50 4 73 125 00 800
APPOINTMENTS.
GENESEE DISTRICT-J. W. REDDY, Ohairman.
Charlotte ........................•..•....... S. H. LOWE.
Rochester....•......••....••.......•......•.F. J. EWELL.
P d Cl k SA. H. GREENE,arma an ar son············ .. ·· .. ···••1 One to be supplied.
Sweden and Brockport...............•...•...M. BURRITT.
Albion ....................•••••.......•.•••. G. W. COLEMAN.
Yates and Carlton J.W. McALPINE.
Kendall ...........•........•.........•..•••. J. W. REDDY.
German Mission .......•.....•...•.•.....•... J. C. THOMAS.
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DUFFALO DISTRICT-A. F. CURRY, Ohairman.
Buffalo A. F. CURRY.
Akron, Cary and Shelby 1. C. WHITE.
P ki P t d N f { A. C. LEONARD,e Ill, or er an ew ane................. E ..P. SELLEW.
Lockport and Pendleton G. W. MARCELLUS,
WYOMING DISTRICT-H. HORNSBY, Ohairman.
Perry and Burke Hill ..••...•.....••.....•...G. W. HUMPHREY.
Wales and Alden WM. JONES.
West Falls, Prattham and Yorkshire T. B. Catton.
Gainesville ..........................•.•.••.. J. ROBINSON.
Java ..•....•....••••.•........••...•...•...R. HORNSBY.
LeRoy and Bethany..••...........•......•..N..H. BROWN.
]tit. Morris, Groveland and Greigsville .......•..Wl\I. R. CUSICK.
ALLEGANY DISTRICT-C. D. BROOKS, Ohairman.
Allegany 0. ·0. BACON.
Gowanda and Collins ..•••..•...•.......•..•.C. D. BROOKS.
Otto andMansfield M. E. BROWN.
Belmont and Cadiz WM. MANNING.
Rushford, Caneadea and Caseville WH. JACKSON.
Knapps Creek , .....••.. To be supplied.
JAMES MATHEWS, Missionary to Kansas.
ASA ABELL, Conference Evangelist.
LEVI WOOD, Editor of Free Methodist.
A. G. TERRY and ROB'T ABELL, to be appointed by Gen'I Sup't.
MISCELLANEOUS.
James Mathews requested that he might be appointed
as Missionary to Kansas and Nebraska for the ensuing
year. The request was granted.
A. G. Terry was made effective.
The following resolution was adopted by "Vote of the
Conference:
"Resolved, That the course pursued by A. A. Phelps,
in fraternizing and communing with a certain sect called
Adventists, who deny the natural immortality of the soul,
is condemned by this Conference.
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The following local preachers were elected to Deacon's
orders: A. C. Leonard, T. T. Carpenter, S. K. J. Ches­
brough.
Geo. Slack, local deacon, was elected to Elder's orders.
The credentials of Geo. W. Barney, as a local deacon,
were restored to him, by vote of the Conference.
Rev. A. A. Phelps having formally withdrawn from the
Free Methodist connection, drew up the following certifi­
cate, which, at his request, was granted him by vote of
the Conference:
"This certifies, that the bearer, Rev. A. A. Phelps, has
been an acceptable traveling preacher in the Genesee An­
nual Conference of the Free Methodist Church, from its
organization, eight years ago. He has filled the office of
Secretary, during every session of Conferenee hitherto,
with great acceptibility. On account of some difference
of views on doctrinal points and ecclesiastical polity, he
now voluntarily withdraws from the Free Methodist con­
nection. As a Conference, we express our entire confidence
in his moral integrity and Christian character, and sin­
cerely regret to part with him. Our prayers and best
wishes attend him."
It was ordered that the report of the Committee on Ed­
ucation be published in the Free ltIethodist.
Moved, that the Superintendent appoint the Committees
of Examination on the Course of Study.
The Conference agreed to publish the Minutes in con­
nection with the other Conferences.
A motion was offered by N. N. Tefft, that preachers
moving within the bounds of the county where they re­
side, move at least ten days prior to the election; and
preachers moving beyond the limits of the county, do not
move until after election; Unanimously adopted.
Rev. E. Herrick, at his own request, was granted a Su­
perannuated relation.
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l\'Joved and curried, that Rev. A. G. Terry's appointment
be left with the General Superintendent.
Resolved, That we tender a vote of thanks to the citi­
zens of Parma, for the kind and hospitable manner in
which we have been entertained during the session of this
Conference. Adopted by a rising vote.
Moved, that Robert Abell's appointment be left with
the Superintendent, with a view of his being appointed
within the bounds of the Illinois Conference.
On Monday, the appointments were read out; the Chair­
men elected; the doxology was sung, and the Conference
was closed with prayer by Rev. Asa Abell.
Committee of E�minatlons for Next Yea.r.
Preliminary Course-Melville Burritt, I. C. White.
First Year-Wm. Manning, J. W. Reddy, Levi Wood.
Second Year-G.W. Humphrey, G. W. Coleman, G. W.
Marcellus.
Third Year-So H. Lowe, Wm. Jackson, F. J. EwelL
Fourth Yem'-Levi Wood, C. D. Brooks, A. F. Curry.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
I.-ON EDUCATION.
Education is the hand-maid of true religion. Ignorance and Su­
perstition go hand in hand. A truly pious people will be an Intel­
Iigent people. One of the first things done by'the Pilgrim Fathers.
after they made a settlement in the wilds of New England, was the
founding of a college. When Asbury, the. founder of American.
Methodism, had gathered a few societies, he proceeded to establish
an institution of learning.
God has called us, as a people, to do a great and much-needed
work throughout the land-to hold up the Bible standard of religion,
and to preach the gospel to the poor. Without education, it is im­
possible for us to accomplish our mission. To send our young peo­
ple to the popular schools of the day, is to expose them to influences
which have a strong tendency to lead the heart away from the reo
\igion of the Cross. Our great and leading want, as a denomination
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is a school in which sound learning may be promoted and true piety
encouraged.
In accordance with action previously taken by this Conference, a.
suitable building for such a school is now in process of ere�tion. It
is forty .feet by sixty on the ground, and is t'o be, when completed,
four stories high. The lower story, or basement, is to be of stone,
the others of brick. They are now at work on the second story, and
we hope that the building may be completed in a few months. Last
winter, a Bill to incorporate a Board of Trustees was sent to the
Member of Assembly from this District, to be presented to the Leg­
islature. He did not present the bill-giving, as a reason, that he
thought it was too late in the session to get the bill passed. This
summer, a petition for a provisional charter was sent to the Board
of Regents, but it has not been heard from.
A school has already been opened, under themost favorable auspi­
ces, in the building formerly used us a hotel. One of our excellent
families has moved iuto it with a view to keep boarders, and assist
in making the school a success.
We, therefore, ministers and delegates in Annual Conference as­
sembled, unanimously resolve-
1. That we feel a deep and lively interest in the efforts now being
made to establish a Seminary of Learning, under our patronage, at
North Chili, Monroe county, N. Y. We have entire confidence in
the project, and feel determined, by the help of God, to make it a.
complete success.
2. Every preacher having a charge in the bounds of this Confer­
ence, is hereby instructed to take up a collection to aid in finishing
and furnishing the Seminary building now in process of erection;
and we will make a vigorous effort to raise by collection and sub.
scription at least one-dollar for each member and probationer in our
several charges. In addition to this, we will endeavor to obtain
subscriptions of larger amounts from those who have the ability to
give in larger sums. This collection shall be taken up the third
Sabbath in October.
S. AsaAbell, B. T. Roberts, A. F.Curry andJ.W. Reddy, are hereby
appointed a committee to procure from the Legislature, at the earli­
est opportunity, an Act of Incorporation of our contemplated Semi­
nary. The following persons shall be nominated as Trustees, with
the addition of others, to be nominated by the Susquehanna
Conference of the Free Methodist Church, viz.: Asa Abell, A. F.
Curry, B. T. Roberts, SethM.Woodruff, L. F. Halstead, H. A. Crouch,
and A. H. King.
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n.-ON PUBLICATIONS.
To the Members oj the Genesee Annual Oonference oj t7Le Free Meth·
odist OlLurdL:'
DEA.R BRETHREN-Your Committee on Publication beg leave to
'report as fo1l9WS: The press is a most important agency in the
propagation of principles; hence the importance of seizing it and
using it in the dissemination of the principles of righteousness.-­
We, as a people, should avail ourselves of this instrumentality for
the spread of religious truth. Nor should we do this in a tame, In­
dolent, and almost passive manner; but with a zeal and energy that
shall be commensurate with the cause at stake-with the magnitude
and great importance of the principles involved. Tameness in this
work will be the sure forerunner of defeat and ruin-not that right,
eousness will be defeated, or the cause of truth go under; but that
it willpass from us to others who shall prove themselves more self­
sacrificing, earnest and worthy, while we shall incur the curse of
the unprofitable servant, and become a by-word for our enemies.
This is no time for passivity and dullness. Dullness, stupidity,
indifference to this cause at the present time, is treachery to God.
The war-cry of the Church should be, "Action, action, earnest, un­
ceasing action !" 'I'his is not the time to sleep. The world is mov­
ing in the wrong direction-away from God, holiness and heaven.
Error is rampant everywhere, and rules the day. She takes on the
guise of Christianity, that she may the more easily deceive the un­
wary and destroy the weak. She is the world's great enchantress,
who, with her magic wand, changes the carnal festivities of earth,
the sensual delights of the flesh, into the semblance of religion; or,
at least, essays to sanctify them and cover them with the garb of
Religion, as though they were compatible with her holy principles.
She takes on multifarious forms that she may deceive the more, and
would, if it were possible, deceive the very elect. Never has there
been a time in the history of the world, when the necessities of the
case more imperatively demanded that the disciples of Jesus should
spend their abilities and energies in keeping the pure principles of
the religion of the Bible before the minds of men. A studied effort
is being made, almost everywhere, to ignore the true religion as
fanaticism, and to foist in its place a religion of dry forms and of
pompous show-a religion as false asit is heartless, and as heartless
as it is false. Every species of worldly policy is resorted to, and
every form of error is propagated. The Press,with its ten thousand
1*
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tongues, is brought into requisition and actively used. The result
is, the people are fast losing sight of pure gospel truth, and being
indoctrinated more and morewith false notions of religion. For the
most part, among the religionists of our time, just enough of error
and sin is mixed with their religion to dilute it and destroy its effi­
cacy as a saving principle. And great multitudes of people, in all
parts of the land, are drinking in this religion, diluted and time­
serving as it is, as though it were the very religion of the Biole.­
They are deceived. They know not the true God. Hence the need
of light. And shall those who have the true light refuse to let it
shine? If they do, their light will soon become. darkness.
God has entrusted the Free Methodist Church with very great
responsibility. Will she be true to her trust? If she will, Godwill
clothe her with wonderful power and- glory, and make her an ark
of safety for the cause of true religion in this country. She must
give the people a religious literature which is entirely free from the
taint of worldliness, which obtains more or less in nearly all the
religious publications of the day. This is her solemn duty. She
must-absolutely she must, if she is true to God-give the people a
sanctified literature, to the extent of her ability. She should not
only sustain her weekly paper, the Free Methodist, but she should
sustain it on a larger and more comprehensive plan. She should
also expend her energies in widening the circulation of the Earnest
OMistian. She should also publish, from time to time, such other
publications as may comport with her increasing necessities, and
the enlightenment and salvation of the greatest possible number of
souls. She should immediately put into the treasury not only all
the money that is necessary to secure her present publishing inter­
ests, but a surplus for contingencies.
Your committee therefore submit the following resolutions:
Resolved, That we, as a Conference, are very highly pleased with
the Earnest Ohristian, published by our General Superintendent;
that we rejoice in its increasing prosperity and usefulness; that we
believe it should-be patronized and sustained by all our people, and
that we will use our influence to extend its circulation.
Resolved, That, whereas, we have, by the peculiar providence and
blessing of God, a weekly paper which meets our wants as a people,
pure in its sentiment, uncompromising and earnest in its moral tone,
and neat and attractive in its appearance; and
Whel'eas, There is a fair prospect, judging from the number of
subscribers already obtained, that said paper will be nearly or quite
self-sustaining after the present year; and
Whereas, The expense of publishing the first volume of said pa­
per exceeds the income obtained from subscribers by about fifteen
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lwrulrea dollars, from causes set forth in the Pnblisher's Financial
Report, which is hereunto appended, and which causes could not be
avoided in the inauguration of this new enterprize-
Therefore, it is the judgment of this Annual Conference, that the
Free Methodist Church is under the most solemn moral obligation
to promptly make up this deficit, and thereby secure the financial
safety of the paper, as there is reason to hope that this will relieve
it from all embarassment, and render it permanently secure.
And Wltereas, An apportionment to all of our charges, of a sum
equal to twenty-five cents per member, will meet this demand, or so
nearly.meet it as to answerall practical purposes,we therefore pledge
ourselves, as ministers, to use our very best endeavors to raise this
amount on all our charges respectively, and as soon as practicable
after the adjournment of our present session.
And it shall be the duty of the publisher of said paper to furnish
each preacher in charge with a definite statement of the amount
already donated by our people within the bounds of his charge, that
he may determine from it how much more, if any, is yet to be raised
by him to meet the demands of this resolution:
Resolved, That we will make special and earnest efforts to secure
as many subscribers as possible for the forthcoming volume, to com­
mence the first week in January next.
All of which is respeectfully submitted.
lII.-ON TEMPERANCE.
The cause of temperance is justly exciting much attention and
thorough discussion. When our nation came out of the smoke of
battle four years ago, we saw that Alcohol had thrown its withering
influence around thousands who, until the war, saunned it as a
poison.
With stealthy or open march, it invades 'every community and
threatens every fireside. No one can fly from its presence. We
catch its breath as we walk the streets; as we talk with our neigh­
bor; in the public assembly, on the crowded car; in the populous
life of the East, or among the pioneer adventurers of the distant
West. It levies a tax upon human lives at the rate of tens of thou­
sands annually; its manufacture and sale exact the time of other
thousands who should be in better business; thousands more are
made paupers, or criminals, or lunatics; and this fearful sum is
swelled by the addition of yet other thousands, with weeping eyes
and bleeding hearts, the innocent victims of this awful curse.
Earnest efforts are being made to stop the progress of this evil.
Steps in the right direction have been taken, looking not only to
the reformation of the drunkard, but also to the abrogation of the
traftlc. In dealingwith the Rum POWel, large experience has ptovea.
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that no compronnsmg, conciliatory measures will answer. We
heartily believe that the selling of intoxicating liquors as a beverage
is a sin against God, a crime against society, and should be made
criminal in the judgment of our laws.
Concerning the several temperance organizations now in existence,
we desire to express our disapprobation of such as exact a pledge,
oath, or affirmation of secrecy as a condition of membership; be­
lieving that such condition Is unwise, unprofitable, mischievous and
anti-Scriptural-especially when coupled, as it usually is, with a
meaningless and puerile ritual. Therefore,
Resolved, That in every laudable way, we will pledge ourselves
to increased earnestness of labor for the suppression of the traffic,
and for the salvation of the people from this awful scourge.
F. J. EWELL, S. H. LOWE.
IV.-ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
After a careful consideration of the subject of Sabbath Schools, we
deem it one of the best auxiliarlea of success to the Church of God,
and regret that there is still such a lack of interest manifested among
us as a body, in so worthy a cause. Many, however, of our number
have been, seriously considering the matter, and have thrown them­
selves into the work, and are laborlously engaged in promoting the
Sabbath School cause, and should be sustained in their work and
labor of love. It should become the duty of each individualmember
to assist, as God shall give each of them the ability and opportunl­
-ty, to engage heartily in the primary department of the Church.
We would therefore respectfully recommend-
1. That while we repudiate the popular mode of sustaining the
Sabbath School cause, we should avoid the other extreme of not
sustaining it at all.
2. That while we ignore choir singing in our churches, we do not
discourage the science of music, and the use of Sabbath School
Singing books in our Sabbath Schools.
3. That proper steps be taken to instruct the children in singing.
4. That in the choice of officers and teachers, deference should 'be
made with regard to piety. Whenever practicable, let the officers
and teachers be deeply pious.
5. That systematic efforts be put forth to make the Sabbath School
a success, by laboring for the conversion of childnm and youth�
6. That the foregoing report be read by the preacher in charge of
every circuit or stationwithin the bounds of the Conference, to their
several congregations, and especially to every society; or where the
preacher fails to do so, let some member of the church take the res­
ponsibility of doing it.
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V.-ON CLAIMS.
Monies on hand............••••....•.••...• � .....•. ' .•••.. $43 35
Resolved, That the above amount be paid to Rev. A. G. Terry.
Resolved, That we take collections on all our charges for the SUo
perannuated Fund, to be applied to the payment of a certain note of
$150, (principal and interest,) given by the late Rev. L. Stiles to the
'I'rustees of the Free Methodist Church of Albion, as subscription.
Adopted.
VI.-ON MISSIONS.
The Committee on Missions would report as follows:
APPROPRIATIONS FOR LAST YEAR
Freedman's Missions $500 00
Rochester.......................•.........•............ 100 00
Lockport and Pendleton.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . .• . • • . . . . 50 00
$650 00
T. B. Catton's expenses to New York......... •••..•.•..•. 9 00
Exchange.............................................. 1 00
Total ..•....•................•.••......•••.••.... $660 00
Receipts ................•...........••••.........•..•.. 630 00
Deficiency. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . •. . . . . . . .• • . . • . . • .• $29 50
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE COMING YEAR.
Rochester ......................•....•.•......•......... $100 00
Lockport and Pendleton................................. 50 00
Gainesville . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . • 75 00
Robert Abell's traveling expenses to theWest .. ; ; . . • • • . . .• 50 00
Total•.•............. , .......•.................. $275 00
H. HORNSBY, T'1'�asurer.
VII.-ON BIBLE CAUSE.
AMOU:jS'TS RAISED FOR BIBLE SOCIETY.
Sweden and Brockport ... $13 25 Collected and paid to Agents.
LeRoy.................. 5 32 Tonawanda $9 62
Buffalo.................. 3 00 Allegany...............• 33 40
Wales. . . . • • • . . . . .. . . . . . 3 12 Kendall..... . • . . . . . .• . .• 31 00
Gowanda. 5 24 Albion.... .. .. . .. .. .. 15 00
Rochester. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5 50
Gainesville.. .. . .. . . .... 1 25 $88 62
Perrry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 4 85 41 53
Cash $41 53 Total $130 15
Resolved, That we still co-operate with the American Bible Socie­
ty, in its work of spreading the Scriptures, by taking collections on
all our charges, and report the same at the ensuingConference.
C. D. BROOKS. THOS. SULLY.
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RECEIVED FOR SCHOOL FUND.
Sarah Prue $510 00
S. M.Woodruff. . . . . . . .. 300
Mary Long. . . . . . . . . . • .. 500
Rev. Wm. Belden.. . . • .. 500
G. W. Wilcox 500
D. Reynolds,Belvidere,Ill. 15
George Coleman. . . . . . .. 50
Benjamin Shuart, Foot-
ville,Wis.. . .. .. .. . 50
Maria NewelL... ...... 10
H. L. Bowers. . . .••• • . . . 10
John Weik 10
M'l's B. Perry........... 10
Joseph Mackey..••.••••$200 00
Mary L. Garrison .•..•.. 100
Eliza Cutting........... 50
Susan Webster......... 10
Ellen Warner.......... 80
Thomas Sully. . . . . . . . . • 25
Orlando Radford. . • . . . • • 10
Bro. Skinner........... 10
Thomas Ross........... 10
C. A. Knox............. 30
H. A. Crouch.. . .. .. 273 50
B. T. Roberts 1000
Sundry persons. . . . . . . . • 40 60
'J.'otal received $4304 10
EXPENDITURES.
Paid out for hotel property $3131 50
Garrigan, for quarrying stone...................... 96 00
Cut stone..................................... . . . • . . .. 335 04
Seats, desks, etc........ .. . .. .. . ·159 75
Bro. Brambly, toward brick............................. 350 00
Jesse Murdock, for work he hired done, and board..... .... 299 20
H. Cole, mason work................................... 435 50
Telegram, $1.45; Collecting check. $1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 45
Crouch & Stevens, joinerwork.......................... 50 00
100 bushels lime. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 30 00
Paid by Bro. Halstead.................................. 30 00
Total ........••.•..•.........................•. $4919 44
4304 10
Expended more than received. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .$615 34
Paid Bro. Murdock., • • . • • . . • • . . . . •• . . • . . . . . • • • • . . • • • • • .• 50 00
$665 34
SUBSCRIPTIONS YET UNPAID.
Joshua Annis $1000 George W. Holmes ....••.. $100
J. Mackey 800 C. A. Knox 70
Mary Long.. 500 Asa Abell 100
Thomas Hannah.......... 500 Steven Smith 100
L. F. Halstead.. 500 Lewis Baker 100
Bolivar Beach ,... 500 Hart Smith 200
A. H. King............... 300 Albert W. Perry 400
Cyrus Sperry. . . . . . . .. . . . . 200 Norman Davis. . . . . . . . . . . .. 50
David Perry.............. 100 J. L. Box.................. 25
C. Brainard.. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 100 Legacies not available...... 1700
C.1\1. Dewey............. 100
Total. .•••....••...•..•.....•.•.•••••..••••.••••••. $7445
MINUTES
OF THE
SUSQUEHANNA ANNUAL CONFERENCE,
HELD AT UTICA, OCT. 1, 2, 3 AND 5, 1868.
Presiclent-B. T. ROBERTS.
Secretaries-W. GOULD, Sec'y; D. M. SINCLAIR, Ass't
Secretary.
C 0 M'M ITT E E S •
On PublicWorshp-Z. Osborne, W. J. Selby, S. Beck­
with.
On Statistics-W. Gould, D. M. Sinclair.
On lJIinisterial Relations-D. M. Sinclair, J. B. Free­
land, J. Olney, L. Woodruff, R. Rowe.
On Eclucation-D: W. Thurston, 1\1. N. Downing, Z.
Osborne, B. ·F. Stoutenburg, S. Weed, W. F. Gere.
On Pubiicatione=-W. J. Selby, W. Gould, B. F. Stout­
enburg.
On Sabbatl"b Schools-D. A. Cargil, J. B. Stacy, J. Odell,
A. H. Knapp, E. R. Kennedy.
On Temperance-M. D; McDougal,B.Winget, L.Wood-
ruff.
On Bible Cause-J. Olney, T. Whiffen, S. Beckwith.
On Publishing Minutes-W. Gould, D. M. Sinclair.
On Collecting Funds for same-B. F. Stoutenburg.
STANDING COMMITTEES.
On Missions-M. N. Downing, Z. Osborne, J. B. Free-
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land, M. Atkins, D.M. Sinclair, S. Beckwith, W. Emory,
J. H. Davis, E. R. Kennedy, L.Woodruff.
On Education-",V. Belden, W. Gould, L. Woodruft',
W. F. Gere, J. Mackey-who were also nominated Trus­
tees of the Chili Seminary.
Executive Committee-W. Gould, L. Woodruff.
EXAMINATION IN COURSE OF STUDY FOR NEXT YEAR.
Preliminary Course-J. B. Stacy.
m-« Year-J. B. Freeland, Z. Osborne.
Second Year-W. Gould, D. M. Sinclair.
Third Year-W. Southworth, J. Olney.
Fourth Year-W. J. Selby, 1\1. N. Downing.
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of Preachers and Delegates hav­
ing a seat in this Conference?
Preachers-D. 1\1. Sinclair, Z. Osborne, W. J. Selby, M,
D. McDougal, 1\1. Atkins, J. Olney,W. Gould, J. B. Free·
land, W. M. Parry, J. B. Stacy, M. N. Downing, D. W.
Thurston, B. Winget, J. Odell, D. A. Cargill, George W,
Anderson, S. H. Bronson.
Laymen-S. "Weed, J. H. Davis, S. Irwin, S. Beckwith
W. Withers, D. Colgrove, W. F. Gere, R. Rowe, W. Em
ory, H. Holcomb, G. Diefendorf, E. R. Kennedy, S. Stahl
necker, L. Woodruff, G. Tracey, B. F. Stoutenburg, A. H.
Knapp, J. Mickleham, L. Ruger, P. R. Phillips, D. T. Law­
renee, E. Kilbourn, P. P. Werner.
2. Who are the Stationing Committee?
B. T. Roberts, D.1\l Sinclair, W. J. Selby, M. Atkins,
W. Gould, 1\1. N. Downing, S. Weed, W. F. Gere, E. R,
Kennedy, B. F. Stoutenburg, D. T. Lawrence,
3. What Preachers are admitted on trial?
Thomas Ross,William Southworth, Charles Southworth.
4. Who remain on trial?
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John Glen, Thos.Whiffen, Geo, Edwards, David Dempsy,
J. W. Sawyer.
5. Who are admitted into full connection?
D. A. Cargill, S. H. Bronson, George W. Anderson.
6. Who are the Deacons?
J. Odell,* B. Winget, George W. Anderson," James
Guyon.* J. W. Sawyer and G. W. Severson were elected,
but not being present were not ordained.
'7. Who have been ordained and elected Elders this year?
Daniel A. Cargill, Stephen H. Bronson.
8. Who have located?
None.
9. Who are the superannuated or worn-out Preachers?
S. H. Bronson.
10. Who have been expelled from the connection?
None.
11. Who have withdrawn from the connection?
None.
12.. Are all the preachers blameless in life and character,
etc. ?
They were examined, and all their characters passed
with the exception of D. W. Thurston and W. J. Selby,
whose cases were referred to a committee for adjudication,
after the adjournment of Conference.
13. Who have died this year?
None.
14. What is the number of church members, etc. ?
(See table of Statistics.)
.
15. Where are. the preachers stationed this year?
SARATOGA DISTRICT-W. GOULD, Ohairman.
Saratoga, Greenfield and Lansinburg ..••.... { ;r.�o��ULDI
New York......•..................•........G. W. ANDERSON.
Schoharie ..•............•.........•......... To be supplied.
'" Ordained this year.
IS
SYRACUSE DISTRICT-�f. D. McDoUGALL, Clu;d'r'i1�an.
Syracuse ......••••..........................W. J. SELBY.
Utica..................................•••..To be supplied.
Rome, Lowell and New London .......•......M. D. McDoUGALL.
Frankfort and Schuyler ...•...•..•........... J. ODELL.
Brookfield and Edmeston W. SOUTHWORTH.
Nelson and Stockbridge...•.....•............M. ATKINS.
WAYNE DISTRICT-D. M. SINCLAIR, Oltairman.
CI d R S d d M t j D. M. SINCLAIR,y e, ose, 0 US an on ezuma·········1 D. DEMPSY.
Seneca Falls, Waterloo and Owasco ...•...•... J. OLNEY.
Bushnell's Basin, Pittsford and Ontario { �·n?��O�N:�pplied.
Oa dai d V' t j D. A. CARGILL,. nan aigua an IC or 1 One to be supplied.
BINGHAMTON DISTRICT-J. B. FREELAND. Chairman.
Binghamton and Union....................•. J. B. FREELAND.
'Vindsor and Sandford ...........•...•.......W. M. PARRY.
Norwich and Bainbridge J. B. STACY.
G'b
.
C h t d L' dl t { G. EDWARDS,1 son, 0 OC on an ill ey own. . . . . . . . . One to be supplied.
Delaware .......•............... " .....•....To be supplied.
Liberty J. W . SAWYER.
LEHIGH VALLEY DISTRICT-M. N. DOWNING, Chairman.
Philadelphia .•...•..•...........•...........M. N. DOWNING.
Catasauqua and Allentown ...........•.......To be supplied.
Whitehaven T. WHIFFEN.
Glenwood, Uniondale and Caanan To be supplied.
Bethel Mission, D.W. THURSTON, who shall hold his membership
in the Syracuse Quarterly Conference.
JOHN GLEN, left to be appointed by the General Superintendent.
W. COOLEY, transferred to the Illinois Conference.
16. Where and when shall our next Conference be held?
At Rome, Oneida Co., N. Y., commencing on the first
Wednesday in October, 1869, at 9 A. M.
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MISCELLAN EOUS.
l. Conference met at 9:25 A. M., at the F. M. Church in
Utica, corner of Miller and South streets, October 1.
2. On the roll being called by D. M. Sinclair, Secretary
of last year, eighteen preachers answered to their names.
Credentials of laymen from nine circuits were presented.
3. A. H. Knapp was allowed to represent both the Gibson
and Lindleytown circuits, at their request, casting but one
vote.
4. J. �l\fcCreel'y, A. G. Terry,W. H. Neal and LeviWood,
were invited to take seats as honorary members.
5. Subsequent sessions were held, commencings 1-2 A. �r.
and 3 P. M. on the 2d; at 8 1-2 A. M. and 3 P. M. on the 4th;
at 8 '1-2 A. M., 3, and 6 1-2 P. �f., on the 6th; finallyadjourn­
ing at 9 1-2 P. M. on the 6th of October, 1868.
6. Credentials of W. Southworth, as an ordained Elder,
were recognized by the Conference of 1867, held at Bing­
hampton; but notice of said recognition having been
omitted in the printed Minutes last year, it is hereby given
7. When the name ofD.W. Thurston was called under the
12th question, W. F. Gere presented a paper, containing
eomplaints, which was referred for investigation to the
committee on JUinisterial Relations.
8. When J. W. Selby's name was called, some questions
were asked him by D. W. Thurston, inferring complaints
against him"W. J. Selby; and on motion, his case was also
referred to the same committee.
9. The said committee reported as follows: "That after
due consideration, your committee find sufficient cause for
a Committee of Adjudication in the cases of D. W. Thurs­
ton and W. J. Selby; and that we recommend this Con­
ference to appoint such a committee."
10. A committee was accordingly appointed, consisting of
1\1. N. Downing, Z. Osborne, W. lVl. Parry, M. D. McDou­
gal, M. Atkins, J. B. Stacy, B. F. Stoutenburg, E. R. Ken-
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nedy, S. Irwin, S. Beckwith, W. Withers, A. H. Knapp.
The committee tomeet, subject to the call of the Chairman,
B. T. Roberts, at Syracuse.
11. W. F. Gere was granted permission to bring evidence
in the case of D. W. Thurston, dating back to the time of
his appointment to Syracuse as preacher in charge.
12. Charges were also presented byW. Gould against D
W. Thurston,which were objected to in part on the ground
that some of the specifications were founded on well known
events, that had transpired previous to the passage of D
W. Thurston's character last year.
The Chair, on being appealed to, sustained the objection.
The said charges were referred back toW. Gould for al­
teration, and he was allowed to prefer them for trial before
the before-mentioned Committee ofAdjudication, after the
close of the Conference.
13. Charges were preferred by N. E. Williams against
M. N. Downing, which were referred to the following spe­
cial committee: Z. Osborne, W. M. Parry, M. D. McDou­
gal, J. Stahlnecker, H. Holcomb.
The said committee reported as follows: "After due
investigation of the charges brought against M:. N. Dow­
ning, we find no cause of action."
Conference adopted the report.
14. Charges were preferred 'by N. E. Williams against
S. H. Bronson, which were referred to the committee on
Ministerial Relations.
The said committee reported no cause of action. Con­
ference adopted the report.
15. N. E. Williams presented an appeal against the de­
cision of the Lehigh Valley Quarterlv Conference, of June
6th and 8th, 1868, expelling him from the Local Ministry
and from the F. M. Church.
Conference entertained the appeal.
M. Atkins and D. A. Cargill appeared as counsel for the
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appellant, and S. H. Bronson and A. G. Terry for the Q.
Conference.
The evidence taken on the trial was read by the Secre­
tary. Pleas were made by N. E.Williams and the counsel.
During the hearing of the case, the following decisions
were made by the Chair:
1st Q1-eestion, by S. H. Bronson: Can a Quarterly Con..
ference as a whole,or any individual who is a member
thereof, be challenged by any person brought before it for
trial?
Ans'loer. If an accused preacher elects to be tried by
a Quarterly Conference, he cannot afterwards object to any
member of the Quarterly Conference sitting during the
trial.
2cl Question, by S. H. Bronson: Who has the right to
determine whether an accused local preacher shall be tried
before the Quarterly Conference, or by a committee?
Answer: The Chairman of the District ; but his decis­
ion may be questioned, and it must then be referred to the
Annual Conference for decision.
On objection being made by M. Atkins to allowing any
allusions by counsel for the defense to circumstances that
transpired at the last Annual Conference, and considered
to have a bearing on the case;
The Chair ruled, That it would be proper to make such
reference to the action of the previous Conference in this
case, as might be necessary to a propel' understanding of
it; the counsel of the opposite side having the right to
reply.
A petition from Canaan, Pa., signed by thirty-three per·
sons, was presented, asking the Conference to clear N. E.
Williams of the charges against him, and to appoint him
to their circuit.
On motion, it was Resolved, to refer that part of the
petitionwhich asks for the appointment of N. E.Williams,
2:[
to the Stationing Committee; ana that the rest be laid
upon the table.
It was then Resolved, by 24 ayes to 4 nays, to sustain
the decision of the Lehigh Valley Q. C. in the above case.
A motion to reconsider the case was presented, discussed,
and laid on the table.
16. An appeal of S. Graham against the decision of the
Wayne District Quarterly Conference, held at Ontario,
June 27th, 1868, suspending him from preaching, was pre..
sented by N. Atkins, who acted as counsel for appellant.
The evidence taken at the trial was read by the Secre­
tary. N. Atkins made a plea for the appellant.
Conference sustained the action of the Quarterly Con­
ference by a unanimous vote.
Question, addressed by D. ]\1. Sinclair to the Chairman:
Where does S. Graham now hold his church membership,
according to Discipline?
Answer: On Rose Valley circuit, to which he was last
appointed.
17. Samuel Graham, N. E. 'Williams, and Richard Poul...
tel', were discontinued as preachers on trial in the Confer­
ence
18. Question, addressed to the Chair -by D. M. Sinclair:
When an ordained minister is discontinued or located by
an Annual Conference, is it his duty to place his own name"
or cause it to be placed, on the Quarterly Conference Rec..
ord of the District where last appointed, and on a class­
book of the church or society where he labored last; or is
it the duty of the preacher in charge or any other person
to do so ? Answer: It is his awn duty.
19. Rev. William Griswold, of Harford, N. Y., Rev.
Henry Overing, of Newark, N. J., and Rev. Geo. W. An­
derson, of New York, on answering the proper disciplinary
questions, were admitted to membership in the F. M.
Church.
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20. Revs. W. Griswold, D. A. Cargill, S. H. Bronson,
and G. W. Anderson, answered affirmatively the disciplin
ary questions contained in Sec. 7, pages 55 and 56.
21. The credentials of William Griswold as an ordained
Local Elder from the 'Vesleyan Church were recognized.
22. G. W. Anderson was admitted into full connection
and elected to Deacon's orders, having been on trial in the
New York East Conference of the M. E. Church. He was
allowed to take the same position he occupied in the afore..
said Conference in reference to the course of study.
23. D. A. Cargill was allowed another year to bring up
his studies, on the fourth year's course, and elected to EI...
der's orders.
24. S. H. Bronson was elected to Elder's orders, and
granted a superannuated relation, without claim.
25. James Guyon and George S. Severson were duly
elected to orders as Local Deacons.
26. On the adoption of the report of the committee on
Temperance, (see Report No.1,) the following Question
was addressed to the Chair by J. B. Freeland: Is there
anything in the' resolution embodied in the said report,
contrary to our Discipline?
Answer: I think not.
27. Committee 011 collecting money for publishing Min..
utes, reported $26.60 as paid.
27. Rev. Levi Wood presented a verbal report of the
condition and prospects of The Free JJfethodist paper, and
requested this Conference to appoint one of its members
as Corresponding Editor. Conference declined, but rec­
ommended M. N. Downing as a suitable person to be ap­
pointed by the Editor of The Free Methodist. L. Wood
made the appointment, accordingly.
29. A Committee of Appropriation, as ordered in Reso­
lution No.3, (see resolution.) was appointed by the Chair,
consisting of D. ]\f. Sinclair, J. W. Selby, L. Woodruff.
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30. Committees of Examination on the Course of Study
were ordered to be appointed by the Chair and Secretaries.
31. Various resolutions and reports were presented and
adopted, for which see Resolutions and Reports.
32. The thanks of the Conference were voted to the cit­
izens of Utica, for their kindness in entertaining its mem­
bers.
33. The Conference sessions were opened with religious
exercises, conducted by J. B. Stacy, W. J. Selby, A. G.
Terry, C. H. Austin and L. Wood.
34. Religious services were held in connection with the
Conference, as follows:
D.W. Thurston preachedWednesday, at 7 P. M., on John
xvii. 20, 21.
T. Ross preached on Thursday, at 2 P. M.
J. B. Freeland, on Thurs"day, at 7 P.M., Matt. ix. 36-38.
Geo. Edwards, on Friday, at 2 P. M., 1 John i. 7.
Geo. W. Anderson, on Friday, at 7 P. M., Ruth i. 16.
J. B. Stacy, on Saturday, 1 1-2 P. M., Matt. xxviii. 20.
W. Gould, on Saturday, at 7 P.M., Jer. xii. 14-17.
A general Love Feast was held on Sunday, at 8 1-2 A.M.
B. T. Roberts preached at 11 A. M., on 90th Psalm, 10-14,
and after the sermon set apart the following' brethren, by
imposition of hands, to Deacon's orders: George W. An­
derson and James Guyon.
Joseph :McCreery preached at 2 P.M., on Jer. xxxv. 19;
after which, B. T. Roberts, assisted by several of the El­
ders present, ordained, by imposition of hands, the follow­
ing brethren as Elders: Daniel A. Cargill and-Stephen H.
Bronson.
J. W. Selby preached at 7 1-2 P. M., on Isaiah xliii. 10.
A prayer-meeting was held at 2 P. M., on Monday.
Levi Wood preached at 7 P. Y., on Reb -. xiii. 10. After
which the appointments were read, and Conference finally
adjourned;
3'5. The attendance of preachers and laymen w,;-�-& .gOGel"
all the ministers being present,with one exception-and hIlI
delegations from all the circuits, with two exceptions.
A large number of visitors were present :from all parts
of the Conference.
The attendance on the religious services was large, and
often overflowing.
.
The Divine blessing was frequently vouchsafed. On
Sabbath evening, several persons presented themselves at,
the altar, as seekers of pardon and purity. Some obtained
the desire of their heart.
All glory to God! Amen.
RESOLUTIONS.
1. Resolved, That the Chairmen of Districts be nominated and
elected in open Conference, without remark and without debate.
2. Resolved, That the funds collected for Bible cause be placed-in
the hands of B. T. Roberts, to be forwarded to the American Bible,
Society.
3. Resolved, That this Conference assess itself for the School at
Chili, $1000; and that the amount be raised by the several stations
and circuits, on which our ministers labor, in proportion to their
ability, as determined by a committee of three, to be appointed by
the Chair for that purpose j and that each minister be a committee
to collect on each circuit or station its proportion of.money, and
forward the same to B. T. Roberts, Rochester, N. Y., as soon :M
possible.
4. Resolved, That all candidates for examination on the COUTEe, oj
study, be present on the day before the next session of the Confer­
ence, at 9 A.III.; and that the examination of those who are not
present at the appointed time shall be postponed for one year, un­
less the attendance shall be prevented by good and 'Sllfficient causes.
5. Reeoioed, That each preacher be required to carryinto effect tho
provisions of our Discipline, respecting Missionary work.
6. Resolved, That each preacher be requested to raise twettty-live_
cents per member, on his charge, for the support of Tlul Free lIEetTt�
odist paper, as soon as possible.
7. The following preamble and resolutions on Dress, passed at the
Rose Valley Conference of 1866, were re-adopted:
Whereas, We believe the rule of our Dlsolplinarequirlng all our
members to pledge themselves to forever lay aside all superfluous
ornaments, is fouuded on the express teachings of Scripture; and
Whereas, We believe this rule to prohibit the wearing of all pans
of dress, put or" fQ1� ornament only; therefore,
2
'
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P..e80lved, 1st. 'I'hat we regret the growing tendency to worldly
confonnity among our members, exhibited in the putting on of those
parts of dress worn under the name of t1'immings-such us lace,
fringes, embroidery, buttons, ribbons, braid, strips of velvet, etc., etc.
2d. That we affectionately admonish all our people, that such a
practice conflicts with the solemn vow taken by them on entering
the Church.
3d. That we require all our preachers, lovingly but faithfully to
enforce our Discipline in reference to this practice.
4th. We hold that Christian parents are bound to refrain from
putting ornaments on the dress of their children, as much as on
their own.
S, Resolved, That all preachers who are entitled to vote at the
coming Presidential election, be allowed and requested to remain on
the circuits where they were stationed last year, until after the said
election; unless they arc vow so stationed, that they have to remove
only within the bounds of the same county where they now reside,
and can move ten days previous to the said election.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
I.-ON TEMPERANCE.
Whe-reas, The evils of intemperance are of fearful magnitude,
carrying in their train the temporal and spiritual interests of vast
multitudes of our fellow-beings-thousands of whom are annually
consigned to drunkard's graves; and our jails, prisons and work­
houses are filled with the victims thereof; while poverty, theft, pro­
fanity, licentiousness and Sabbath-breaking, are Es legitimate fruits;
therefore,
Resolved, That we as a Conference will do all in our power for the
extirpation thereof-by preaching on the subject, by voting for its
suppression, and by Church disciplinary action, in case any of our
members become guilty of raising hops and barley for making beer,
or raising and selling grain for distillation.
n,-ON PUBLICATION.
Wherea.9, We believe in the necessity of a weekly FreeMethodist
paper; and Wherea8, The Genesee Conference (the central body of
the Free Methodist Church.) did advise and encourage Rev. Levi
Wood to engage in the publication of such a paper; and Whereas.
Said Levi Wood has published, and is publishing', a paperwhich, in
the main, is satisfactory to this Conference; and Whereas, The editor
and publisher of said paper has declared his intention, at his earliest
opportunity, to offer the said paper, office, and all its appurtenances,
to the General Conference as its property; and Whereas, we are fully
satisfied that the Free Methodist Church, in connection with those
who sympathize and aid her in her work, are able to sustain such a
paper; and Whereas, 'Ve believe a failure after such a successful
effort as has been made would be highly injurious to the cause of
God in FreeMethodism; therefore,
.
Resolved, 1. That we will increase our efforts in support of said
paper, by paying our money, and by extending its circulation on our
charges, and otherwise, as we shall have opportunity.
2. That inasmuch as the estimate of the publisher is, that $1500
is needed above the subscription money, in order to pay the expenses
of the first year-after which it is expected to be self-supporting;
we deem it our duty to use our best endeavors to raise our propor­
tion of said amount.
Also, Resolved, That we are more than eve:r persuaded of the great
usefulness and importance of the mission of the Earnest Ohristian,
and will do all we can for its support, by paying our money and ex­
tending its circulation.
nL-ON SABBATH- SCHOOLS.
Being convinced of the truth couched in the old adage, tt As the
twig is bent so will the tree incline;" and in view of the welfare of
the children upon whom the world's responsibility will soon rest,
as theywill soon become the nation and the church-its legislators,
ministers and members; and as the youth are being victimized all
over our land, through the influence of a literature of a decidedly
irreligious character; and regarding the influence of the Sabbath
school, as a remedy, next in power to parental control, and as a great
means of defense against the evil complained of,-therefore,
Resolved, 1. That we earnestly recommend increased diligence and
zeal in Sabbath school efforts, by all the members of our Church­
old and young, ministers and people.
2. That deeply-devoted officers and teachers be always selected, if
possible,
3. That we will discard pic-nics, Christmas trees, and the like
means of promoting the interests of' Sabbath schools.
IV,-ON THE BIBLE CAUSE.
We concur with the committee of last year in the belief, that the
American Bible Society is the most efficient organization among ua
for spreading the word of God through the land-the only sure word
of our faith and practice; therefore,
Resolved, 1. That all our preachers be requested to preach a sermon
on the Bible cause, once at least during the coming year, in all their
congregations, urging the faithful reading- of the Bible among us,
as a people, and especially in all our families.
2. That a collection for the support of the cause be taken in each
congregation, and brought to the next Annual Conference.
V.-ON EDUCATION.
We Iearn with gratitude to God, that according to previous ar­
rangement, the way is rapidly being prepared to bring the school
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enterprise at Chili into operation. Ten thousand dollars have been
subscribed; besides this, there has fallen to the school, in legacies,
seventeen hundred dollars, though not yet available. A durable and
commodious brick, Seminary building is in process of erection, the
walls of which are nearly completed. There has also been purchased
a brick building, suitable for a boarding department, in which, as a.
temporary arrangement, the fall term of the school is now being
successfully held.
We also learn that the Genesee Conference did, at its last session,
appoint a committee to obtain a charter for the school; and did also
nominate seven Trustees for the same; and did recommend, that
this Conference to add to the number not less' than five; therefore,
Resolved, That we unite in praise to God, that the long-felt neces­
ityof a school, conducted on thorough religious principles-where
our children can be thoroughly educated, without being exposed to
that demoralizing influence which attends many of the institutions
of learning in the land-is about to be realized.
Resolved, That we will present the enterprise, in due form, to all
our societies, and solicit their prayers and contributions for its suc­
cess.
3. That this Conference, at its present session, nominate five Trus­
tees-consisting of two ministers and three laymen-as a part of
the first Board of Trustees of' said Seminary,
VI.-ON APPROPRIATION FOR CHILI SEMINARY.
We recommend that the sum of one thousand dollars, voted to
the Chili Seminary, be assessed on the several circuits of this Con­
ference as follows:
Saratoga, Lansingburg, etc $75 Wlndsor and Sandford, $50
New York _ 125 Gibson, Cohocton, Lind'n 25
Utica .......•....... _ 100 Delaware......... . . . . . . .. 25
Syracuse _ _ 100 \Vhitehaven 75.
Binghamton 50 Philadelphia _ .. 25
Rome, Lowell, New London 25 Liberty .......•.......... 10
Nelson and Stockbridge 25 Norwich and Bainbridge .. 25
McGrawville, Dryden, Sum.Hill 50 Frankfort and Schuyler ..• 25
Clyde,Rose, Sodus,Montezuma. 75 Bethel Mission � 15
Bushnells Ba., Pittsford. Ontario 75
Seneca Falls, Owasco,Waterloo. 25 $1000
VIl.-REPORT OF MISSIONARY BOARD.
The following amount has been received from the several circuits
-$181.4!3-for detail of which see Table of Statistics.
'Ve recommend that the following appropriations be made:
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To 1\1. N. Downing ; ....................•...•..•.. $100 00
" J. "V. Sawyerv , . . .. .. .. .. . 20 00
" A. G. Terry......................................... 20 00
" C. Southworth.. . . .... .. .. .. ... . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. 20 00
" N. Atkins. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. 10 00
(I J. Odell.. .....•••• .. 10· 00
$180 00
Balance in the treasury.. •• . . . .. . • • . . . .. . • •• . .. 1 43
---------============================
. IlF.1iI� I.,!. , ,..!. ��'" s:i <D! 0 0 <i '...::1 � 0 • k� 0 {ll�' 2[>=1 t-1 0 1) ::: •.0:'::
I
:: <3 � 'O.� '00 t· u:i � e h
� o� � t:g � '5 II � � � u:i � § g 'C �� .....: ..... � ..c: rI2 S·� '515.. .2:.:: � <D g.� � � g I� � r/�I-5l'i �'8 .�] ;§ ��
----- �� �I�I�I� .!:I::_�-- � ��-
Saratoga, etc....... 70 10 80\1 3 20 94 315 $637 98 $1655 $2000Schoharie ....... , .. 22 6 28New york........ .. 36 2
3811
300 00
Utica............... 132 17 1411 3 2 25 150 350 950 00 14 18
Brookfield, etc. . .. . . 38 15 53 2 275 00
Rome, etc..... .... 52 8 60 2 4 35 100 500 00
Nelson and Otselic ., 42 10 52 3 2(iG 31 2 20
Syracuse... .. . .. .. .. 50 50 1 6 20 150 572 33
ltIcGrawville, etc... 38 3 41 2 6 20 207 20
E. Schuyler, etc.... 6
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9 1 7 26 65 00 5 00
g;��:�����.�.����� �i 1� �� 2 � 2�ll&� 250 4�g gi 900
Busnell's Basin, etc. 78 36' 114 2 2 14199
100 50471J
Beneca Falls, etc.... 31 5
36061 � 11 4611360'
100
36�88 8125Windsor, etc .... " . . 50 10
"'I
136 4 71 3400
��b����!f:".���:::: �� 2� �2�2�1 � 2[1
70 293 ��� �� 11 00 3 00 i�g
Lindleytown.. .. .... 21 1 .126 ('0 5 00 IGOO
Delaware _.... 37 371 2 1 S' 19 50 118 00 6 00Norwich....... ..... 17 6 28 1 50 00
Whitehaven, etc.. .. 38 2 401 212 13 28 260 860 90 12 12 4 07 eooGlenwood, etc.. 35 7
42,' 11 I
120 00
Liberty
"I
25 7 32 1 4 25 150 175 00 3 50
Philadelphia.... 13 :2 Ii ITot�l. 105s iSs i24u'33123 15817.)212254 $829249,$8926 $i577 34:600
TABLE OF STATISTICS.
CHARGES.
Names and P. O. Address of Preachers.
$181 43
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Wm. Gould ......•..... Saratoga Springs, Saratoga Co., New York.
'I'hos. Ross .........•..... Lansingburg, Rensselaer "
Geo. 'V. Anderson .....•.•.......•..............New York City,
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M. D. McDougal. .•...••.•.•........Home, Oneida Co., New York.
J. Odell. .• . Frankfort, Herkimer "
W. Southworth ...•..•........Brookfield, Madison "
N. Atkins .......••••.......Nelson Flats,
W .•J. Selby Syracuse, Onondaga "
B. Winget .•••.............McGrawville, Cortland"
D. Dempsey Clyde,
J. Olney ..••..................Seneca Falls, Seneca "
Z. Osborne Buslmells Basin, Monroe"
D. A. Cargill. Canandaigua, Ontario"
J. B. Freeland........•.....•Binghamton, Broome ..
W. M. Parry Windsor,
J. B Stacy Norwich, Chenango"
Geo. Edwards ..••...............Corning, Steuben"
D. M. Sinclair* .•...••..•..........•.....Elgin, Kane Co., Illinois.
M. N. Downing ...•.•.......Allentown, Lehtgh'Co., Pennsylvania.
T. Whiffin......••...••.Whitehaven, Luzerne"
A. G. Terry ...•..•...... Hollistervllle, Wayne"
S. H. Bronson Uniondale, Susquehanna"
D. W. Thurston Syracuse, Onondaga Co., NewYork.
John Glen Montezuma, N.Y.
John W. Sawyer.•.•.•.•..••...•Liberty, SuUivan Co., New York.
"
t.
LOCAL PREACHERS.
S. C. Vail ..••••........ Saratoga Springs, Saratoga Co., New York.
John Jones ......•......•........209 W. 20th St., New York City.
James Brown ...•..............•. 45 Bridge St., U tica, New York.
John Dexter.......................................••••......••
- Burdick Frankfort, Herkimer Co., New York.
D. White Brookfield, Madison "
D. Colgrove West Burlington, Otsego "
J. Woodhull Rome, Oneida "
S. A. Cronk Boonville,
R. S. Bronson Erieville, Madison "
A. L. Halliday Otselic, Chenango "
Geo. Carpenter Nelson! Madison
"
L, P. Taft Homer, Cortland "
John Barrett Rose, Wayne it
L. L. Barrett. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .. " ,(
James Box , Canandaigua, Ontario " ,I
.. Transferred since Conference to El�ill, Ill.
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George Willard Webster, Monroe Co., New York.
Roswell Jacobs Montezuma, Cayuga "
John Carver .. Susquehanna Depot, Susquehanna Co., Pennsylvania.
Lucien Woodruff Windsor, Broome Co., New York.
B. F. Stoutenburg Binghamton, "
George S. Severson Campville, "H
James Guyon Reeds Brook, Delaware "
J. Hallenbeck .•.................Corning, Steuben "
Alanson Knight .......•..Curtice Station,
H. Corry Cohocton,
A. Moore..... a
F. M. Williams Walton, Delaware "
E. F. Dewey Reeds Creek,
John Benedict Plymouth, Chenango "
W. B. Bertels Whitehaven, Luzerne Co., Pennsylvania.
A. Campbell Catasauqua, Lehigh- "
J. Tooley Aararat, Susquehanna "
Henry Overing Newark, New Jersey.
William Griswold Harford, Cortland Co., New York.
MINUTES
OF THE
]HCHIGAN ANNUAt CONFERENCE
OF TIlE
FREE METHODIST CHURCH.
FOURTH SESSION.
Tnrs session of the Michigan Annual Conference of the
Free Methodist Church, was held at Raisinville, Monroe
Co., Michigan, commencing at 9 A. M., Sept. lOth, 1868.
Conference was opened by reading a portion ofScripture,
singing, prayer, also a sermon by the General Superinten­
dent.
Chester S. Gitchell was elected Secretary.
The credentials of Lay Delegates were presented.
COMMITTEES.
On State of the lVork-E. P. Hart, Jolin Plues.
On lJIissions-J. Ellison, George Linn.
On Sabbath 8clwols-L. T. Frink, Joseph Jones.
On Tempcrance=-Y, A. "Tilson, George Linn.
On Publishing lJIinutes-C. S. Gitchell.
On Raisin.g Funds for tIle same-John Plues, C. S.
GitchelL
ON li:XA'MINATI0N FOI� TIIlS y.:t1Att,
Prelitninary Course-L. T. Fl'ink, John Plucs,
First Year-A. C. King, C. S. Gitchell.
Second Yea'l'-J. Ellison, J� A. Wilson.
Third Year-E. P. Hart, H, L. Jones.
Fourth Yeal'-n S, Gitchell.
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of Preachers and Delegates hav..
ing a seat in this Conference?
Preachers-E. P. Hart, H. L. Jones, J. Ellison, Wm. D.
Bishop, R.Wilcox, L. T. Frink, J. A. Wilson; C. S. Gitch­
ell, G. H. Compton, H. Furgeson, A. V. Leonardson .
.Delegates-J. Plues, J. Jones, Ira Bell, T. Barton, H.
Bird, G. Linn, D. Coltrine, Wm. Garrison, F. Downing,
A. C. King, D. L. Green, Charles Armstrong.
2. ·Who are the Stationing Committee?
B. T. Roberts, E. P. Hart, Joseph Jones.
3. What Preachers are admitted on trial?
Holloway Sawyer, Burton R. Jones, Commodore P. Mil-
ler, Edward Mathews, Wm, H. James.
4. Who remain on trial?
G. H. Compton, H. Furgeson, A. V. Leonardson.
5. Who are admitted into full connection?
Russel Wilcox, A. C. Squires.
6. Who have been elected and ordained Deacons thiel
year?
Elijah B. Williams, A. C. King.
7. Who have been elected and ordainedElders this year?
Russel Wilcox, L. T. Frink.
8. Who have located this year?
None.
9. Who are the superannuated or worn-out preachers?
None. 3*
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10. Who have been expelled r
None.
11. 'Who have withdrawn?
None.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and conver­
sation?
The characters of the preachers were duly examined and
passed.
13. Who have died this year?
None.
14. What is the number of Church members, etc. ?
rJi rJi tJ
I>..
I-t '0 6 �
a:l S::l 0 a:l P:i c::l. <0-.(1)'Q 1'-0 '0) 00..1'-0 .!:l c:S 0Q,l c:l (..l '0 -00 (..l ��� I=l
Q) a: Q)
CIRCUITS. .S 1'-0 .!:l
;...
�P.. � <:,)
Q)OO �,.!:l
d a: .!:l�..0 c; Q; <:,)P< -� >�S .g "'Cl rli �.�-0 (..l I=l ::lQ) .... 0 :::! � ,.!:l
� P.. � � '(/), rli � 0 Q
-- -- - -- - -- --
Raisinville....... 133 27 160 2 $554
Huron .......... 57 4.5 102 2 4 60 303 $65
Toledo ...•.•.... 50 72 122 5 284 300
Ridgeway ..•.... 180
Petersburg....... 46 11 57 1 50 219
Coldwater ....... 90 40 130, 4 3 60 304 110
Ransom ......... 44 2 46 4 2 40 97
Forest...•....•..
St. Johns ........
Isabella •..•..... 26 3 29 1 30
Seneca ..•.......
Burr Oak........ 5 1 6 1 20 58
Flint ..........•. 20 20 1 1 20 90
Dublin .......... 27 45 72 2 1 98
Boston ...•...... 4 21 25 116
-- - -- -- -- -- -- - --
Total ....... 482 287 769, 14 20 534 $2159 $376 $35.)0
15. Where are our preachers stationed this year?
COLDWATER DISTRICT-E. P. HA.RT, Chairman.
Tol d C' it { L. T. FRINK,e 0 ITCUl............................. EDWARD l\!ATHEW8
Seneca ......................•......•.....•••H. FURGESON.
o
o
o
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Petersburg and Bedford.•.•......••.•.••...•.R. L. JONES.
Huron ....•••••.••••.•.....•................A. V. LEONARDsolf.
Raisinville .....•••..•........•..•......•....B. R. JONES.
Ridgeway .•••..••......•..................•.J. ELLISON.
Ransom .•.•..••...•..•••.••.....•......•.•....R. SAWYER.
Coldwater••••...•.•.....•.••••..•..••..•.... J. A. WILsoN.
Burr Oak .•...••...•.•.....•..•...•....•.•..G. H. COMPTON.
SAGINAW DISTRICT-RuSSEL WILCOX, Oltairman.
Isabella Circuit WM. H. JAMES.
Forest •.....••..••.......•••••............•.To be supplied,
Flint C. P. MILLE-It.
St. 'Johns••••.•....•..•.•••••...•...•.•...•. A. C. SQ:UIRES.
INDIANA DISTRICT-C. S. GITCHELL, Chairman.
Dublin Circuit C. S. GITCHELL.
Boston To 'be supplied.
WM. D. BISHOP, Missionary to California.
16. Where and when shall our next Conference be held?
At Ridgeway, Lenawee County, Michigan, on the sec-
ond Thursday of September, 1869.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
STATE OF THE WORK.
In the mind of your.Committee, we have, as a Conference, occa­
sion for devout thanksgiving toAlmightyGod for themany blessings
of the past year, and the good degree of success with which our
labors have been attended. None of our number have fallen by the
hand of death, but we have been spared to meet oncemore inAnnual
.
Conference and exchange Christian and friendly greetings. We feel
to praise God for the peace and harmony which prevail throughout
our borders: The success with which we have been blessed during
the past year, has been, not only the extending of the work into
sections hitherto unoccupied by us; but, what we consider fully as
important, namely, finding a deepening of experience among our
membership in the older sections of the work.
We .have only to recommend the cultivation of that spirit of union
and brotherly love so essential to our well-being as a denomination;
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for, In the language of our blessed Discipline, CI If we are united,
what can stand before us ?"
If we continue to maintain the great distinctive doctrine upon
which we have been thrust out as a people, we shall be able to re­
port from time to time to time, not only larger accessions to our
numbers, but see the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ established
in righteousness throughout the bounds of our Conference.
E. P. HART, JOHN PLUES.
ON MISSIONS.
After carefully considering the mission of Christ and hls apostles'
and the rapid spread of the gospel under their labors, we come to
the following conclusion: That we should act more on a missionary
plan. We believe God has raised us up to spread Scriptural holiness
over the land. Our success depends . greatly upon our missionary
enterprise, and. not in trying to compete with the machinery and
pulpit oratory of the day.
We believe it to be injurious to the cause of Christ and all spirit­
ual growth, both to the Church and preachers, for them to be wholly
confined to their circuits. We hope as preachers to shake ourselves
from the dust and correct this evil, which to some extent we have
fallen into, by spending as much time as possible in new fields of
labor; and we exhort the brethren to stay up their hands in so do­
ing by administering to their wants also by your prayers.
JOHN ELLISON, GEORGE LINN.
ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
Whereas, Sabbath Schools are an efficient auxiliary of theChurch,
and as a means greatly blessed of God in the salvation of souls.
Whereas, There is a tendency at the present time to effectually
destroy its .blessed influence in pic-nics, festivals-and that, too, on
the Sabbath day, desecrating the day that Sabbath Schools should
teach to be held sacred; and,
WMrea8, We believe its ultimate object is the salvation of souls,
by preventing vice as well as sowing the good seed;
Resolved, That there be put forth a greatly increased effort on the
part of us as a people, by-
1. Our preachers giving their active influence in its favor, by
preaching to parents and children twice a year on this subject on
each charge, and our membership and congregations engage person­
ally in this work.
2. Giving to the pupil the actual and real, and not a fictltious lit-
erature.
.
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8. Dlseountenauclug those gatherings on the Sabbath day which
are contrary to His Spirit.
4. Entering upon this work with a humble reliance upon the aid
oft he Holy Spirit, and devontedly praying His guidance and light to
rest upon us, and that He may water His own truth, being sown in
the genial soil of the young_ heart.
L. T. FRINX, JOSEPH JONES.
ON TEMPERANOE.
We beg leave to report as follows: Whereas, We believe intem­
perance to be an evil which is annually sweeping off thousands of
both sexes-and all ages into a drunkard's grave; and
Whereas, We believe it to be the duty of every friend of his country
and the race, and especially of every gospel minister, to exert all the
moral power he can possibly command against the prevailing evil ;
therefore,
Resolved, 1. That weheartily co-operate with every effort that is
put forth to stay the infectious influence of intemperance, provided
they do not conflict with our religious profession.
2. That we, preachers and members of the Free Methodist Church,
denounce the growing of grain for distilling purposes, and the cul­
tivation of hops, etc., for beer making; also, we denounce the rais­
ing and using of tobacco.
3. That we consider, in order to remedy the dreadful evil of intem­
perance, a stringent prohibitory law is necessary, and we will give
such a law our most hearty support.
J. A. WILSON, GEORGE LINN.
MISCELLANEOUS.
As Bro. Wm. D. Bishop has gone to California to spend
a time for his health, it was moved and carried that he be
permitted to act as a Missionary.
Moved, that the Minutes be published in connection
with the Minutes of the other Conferences.
By vote, L. T. Flink and John Plues were elected Ex­
ecutive Committee.
Moved, that Rev. B. T. Roberts be a committee on Pub­
lie Worship.
Moved, that A. C. Squires be received into full connec..
tion; also, his former ordination be recognized.
.Moved, that Bro. J. A.Wilson's ordination be recognized.
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Moved, that Bro. J. Ellison's ordination be recognized,
and credentials given him.
Bros. Elijah B. Williams and A. C. King were elected
to Deacon's orders, and ordained after Sabbath morning
sermon, by Rev. B. T. Roberts, Sept. 13th, 1868.
Bros. Russel Wilcox and Lemuel T. Frink were elected
to Elder's orders, and ordained after Sabbath afternoon
sermon, by Rev. B. T. Roberts, Sept. 13th, 1868.
Resolved, that we tender our grateful acknowledgments
to the people of this community, for entertaining the mem­
bers of this Conference so hospitably during its present
session. By rising vote.
Our brethren met together with unity of feeling, good
health, buoyant spirits-enjoyed the business transactions
of Conference-worshiped in spirit and in truth together,
and parted to partake again in the rough contests for souls,
hoping and expecting to meet again, either on earth or ill
heaven.
Committee on raising funds for publishing Minutes, re­
ported$---
Committee of Examinations for Next Year.
Preliminary Course-L. T. Frink, John Plues,
First Yea1·-A. C. King, C. S. Gitchell.
Second Year-J. Ellison, J. A. 'Vilson.
Third Year-E. P. Hart, H. L. Jones.
Fourth Year-C. S. Gitchell.
Post Office Address of Preachers.
CIRCUIT PREACHERS.
E. P. Hart, ..................••............Coldwater, )Iichigan
J. A. Wilson,................. ............." "
J. Ellison, ......•.............Ridgeway, Lenawee €0., "
B. R. Jones, ...•.........North Raisinville, Monroe Co., "
H. L. Jones, .•••...•.................Ida," "
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C. P. Miller, Flint, Genesee Co., Michigan.
A. V. Leonardson, ...•..••.•••Brownstown, Wayne Co., "
H. Sawyer, ...•...•.....•........•Osseo, Hillsdale Co., "
L. T. Frink, ......•.•.•••...•...•......Holland, Lucas Co., Ohio.
EdwardMathews,......................" " "
H. Furgeson, Green Spring, Seneca Co., "
G. H. Compton, ..........•••.......•.....••Coldwater, Michigan.
Wm. H. James, ...•...•.....••..........•.••...•.•..........••
Russel Wilcox, ....•.........••... Isabella.Tsabella Co., Michigan
C. S. Gitchell, ...•.•.•.•••..........Dublin, Wayne Co., Indiana.
LOCAL PREACHERS.
J. Billings, .....•.....•••....••••.Homer, Calhoun Co., Michigan.
E. B. Williams, Coldwater, "
F. A. Downing,........... .•.. .•••••... ...." "
N. Newton, .......••..........Union City, Branch Co., "
J. Leisenring, .....•.•....Ransom Center, Hillsdale Co., "
Wm. 1Ylabbs,. .. .. . ......." " "
G. Havens, ...•.•.•.•.•.....•.•...Osseo," "
D. Coltrine, .............•.•...••.•.•.••.•.•.•Yandot, "
H. Bird, ..•.......•...••...••••••....•..•••Rosinvllle, "
H. Ehrhart, Dublin, Wayne Co., Indiana.
A. C. King, •••• 11 ••••••• I Knightstown, Henry Co., "
MINUTES
OF THE
ILLINOIS A.NNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE
FREE METHODIST CHURCH,
HELD .AT GALVA, ILLINOIS, SEPTEMBER 16TH, 1868.
The Illinois Conference of the Free Methodist Church
met at Galva, Henry Co., Ill., Sept. 16th, 1868, at 9 .A. M.
Rev. B. T. ROBERTS, General Superintendent, in the
Chair.
Devotional exercises were conducted by the President.
A half-hour was spent by the Conference in prayer.
The Secretary being absent, J. G. Terrill was elected
Secretary pro tem.
The roll was called, and eight preachers responded to
their names. The delegates presented their certificates,
and the Conference was duly organized.
Rev. J. G. Terrill was elected Secretary, and E. A. Kim­
ball, Assistant.
COMMITTEES.
On Public Worship-B. T. Roberts, J. Travis, J. W.
Dake.
On the Bible Cause-No D. Fanning, C. H. Lovejoy, B.
Hackney.
On ..I."'iJIissions-B. Hackney1 C. W. Frink. C. H. Lovejoy,
J. Burt.
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On Sabbatl� &lwols-,-J. G. r:rel'l'ill,. L. Bailey,
..
w. Edney.
On the State of the lVork-C. H. Underwood, T. S. La­
due, E. A. Kimball, C. H. Lovejoy, J. Travis, D. P. Reed.
On the State of the Country-B. I( Doughty, C. H. Un­
derwood, N. D. Fanning, B. Hackney, G. W. Dike, J. J.
Updike.
On Education-L. Bailey, w. 'V. Kelley, James Reed.
On Secret Societies-No D. Fanning, J. Dietz, 'V. H.
Neal.
On Pub(ications-N. D. Fanning, W. F. Manly, J. T.
Hamilton.
On Temperance=-T; S. Ladue, B. Hackney, C. H. Love­
joy.
On Mem.oiJ's-J. G. Terrill, L. Bailey, B. F. Doughty.
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
I. What are the names of the Preachers and Delegates
having a seat in this Conference?
Preachers=C. H. Lovejoy, T. S. IJaDue, IJ. Mead, D.
1\1. Rose, l\f. V. Clute, J. W. Dake, N. D. Fanning, J.
Travis, J: G. Terrill, C. H. Underwood, J. C. Washburne,
Wm. Austin, J. P. Shattuck.
Delegates-D. P. Reed, G. W. Dike, J. J. Updike, Jas.
Reed, E. A. Kimball, Jos. Deitz, Chas. McCune,Wm. Ed­
ney, Chas. Lathrop, Monroe Kendall, J. T. Hamilton, Benj.
Hackney, James Burt; J. Leiphart, L. L. Burdick.
2. 'Vho .are the Stationing Committee?
B. T. Roberts, J. Travis, C. H. Underwood, C. H. Love­
joy, B. Hackney, J. T. Hamilton, VV. Edney.
3. What Preachers are admitted on trial?
Oliver 'Visner, Harry Mathews, Wm. N. Hanby, E. N.
Parks, George Briden.
4. Who remain on trial ?
W. A. Nobles, \V. ]'. Manly, L. Bailey, J. W. Cain,W.
H. Neal, Peter T..ynch.
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5. Who are admitted into full connection?
Isaac Bliss, Peter Chalmon. Chas. E. Harroun was re­
admitted.
6. Who are the Deacons?
George Briden, B. F. Doughty, "\V. W. Kelley, C. W.
Frink, "\Varren Stannard.
7. Who have been ordained and elected Elders this year?
None.
8. Who have located?
N. D. Fanning, C. H. Underwood, at their own request.
9. Who are the superannuated or worn-out Preachers?
Judah Mead.
10. Who have been expelled from the connection?
None.
11. Who have withdrawn from the connection?
None.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and character,
etc. ?
Their names were called, and their cbaracters passed.
13. Who have died this year?
WID. B. Tracy, Geo. H. Fox, Wm. Anderson.
14. What is the number of church members, etc. ?
(See next page.)
15. Where are the preachers stationed this year?
(See next page.)
16. Where and when shall our next Conference he beld �
At Freeport, Ill., on the second Tuesday of October,
1869.
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Aurora and Chicago* 66 5 71 2 1 45 481 00 18 40 40 00 10,000
Whp.aton Junc., etc .. 128 16144 4 2 95 105000 7,400
Sheffield and Manlius. 38 10 48 1 420 00 5 00 4 00
Galva] and Kewanee. 127 33 160 1 72 797 00 5 00 11 00 3,000
Elgin, etc ........•.. 121 121 2 �i130 12,100
Crystal Lake " 89 15
10412 3150450
00 5 80 6 35 3,000
Belvidere, etc... . 45 4 49 1 2112030 Q51':0050 0000112131 0600 23',060000Winnebago,t etc..... 64 6 70Freeport. t. . . .. . . . .. 45 24 69 379 44 1,100
Pecatonica Mission .. :I:
Beaver Dam& Berlin.:I:
IOmro & Bloom'gdale. :j:Lacross Valley ...•.. :j:
Whitewater, etc ..•.. 4020 60 1 4246400 00
Hudson, etc......... 1919 38 650 00
Northern Iowa :j:
Sparta ..••••.•.•..•. :j:
St. Louis, etc ..•..... 104119123 2 2135463 50 4 50
1st F. M. COl'd, St. L .. 165125 190 1 55
Tipton andVersailles. 42110 52
Lawrence and Kansas 30199 129 1 35 65 00
Ogle and Amboy. ... 76·21 97 2 1 52500 0028 5513 66 2,400
SUPERANNUATED COLLECTIONs-Sheffield and Manlius, $7.50;
Crystal Lake, $5.00.
* Chicago was not reported.
t The :figures for Galva, Winnebago and Freeport Clrcuits, include Missionary'
appointments in Iowa.
::: No report.
CIRCUITS.
2,500
1,900
4,000
APPOINTMENTS.
FOX RIVER DISTRICT-J. TRAVIS, Ohairman.
Aurora and Junction ...•••.••.............•••C. E. HARROUN.
Chicago and Wheaton J. Buss.
{L. BAILEY,Elgin, Clintonville, Marengo and Belvidere.. W. W. KELLEY.One to be supplied.
Crystal Lake ....••••........••.....•........ J. E. WHITING.
St. Charles, Geneva and Lodi C. W. FRINl{..
Winnebago and Ridott. . . . . . . . . . . . • . • •. . •... J. G. 'rEn:iuLL.
44
Ashton and Amboy ..••..•.•.•......... 0 ••••• J. 'V. CAIN.
G 1 d K S 1 d d L rW?rr. COOLEY,a va an ewanee, par an an aeon .••. t One to be supplied.
Sheffield and Manlius GEOltGE BRIDEN.
Whitewater and LaGrange, 'Vis M. V. l�LUTE.
Fairfield, Iowa '.' VV. F. MANLY.
FREEPORT DISTRICT-J. VV. DARE, Chairman,
Freeport, Savannah and Stockton J. W. DARE.
DeWitf Iowa 0 .vB, F. ,DOrOllTY.
Cedar Rapids Mission, Iowa 0 •••••••• 0 ••••• ISAAC BLISS.
New Diggings and Big Patch, Wis.........•.. C. YOUNG. (Sup.)
Sparta, Wis 0 000 •••••••••••••••• J. P. SHATTUCK.
Beaver Dam and Berlin. Wis W. A. NOBLES.
MINNESOTA DISTRICT-T. S. LADUE, Ohairman,
1Iudson and Cannon Falls ..••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••••T. S. LADUE.
KANSAS & MISSOURI DISTRICT-C. H. LOYEJOY, Chairman;
;St L . L b d Al {W. H. NEAL,. oms, e anon an rna ..••.•..... 0.00 One to be supplied.
Southern Illinois To be supplied.
Second F. M. Church and Flower Hill ...•... {��t:�:T��pPlied.
Versailles and Tipton .••.... 0 ••••••••••••••••PETER LYNCH.
Lawrence, Kansas o To be supplied.
Springfield, " Hi�.�A�::BY,
{HENRY MATHEWS.Xenia, .......•.............•..• 0 OLIVER WISNER.
Allen Co., J. C. WAsIInuRNE.
Scandinavian Mission PETER CnALMoN.
MISCELLANEOUS.
Rev. Edwood Sellon, of the Methodist Church, and
Revs. Chalmun, Anderson and Peterson, of the Scan­
dinavian Conference of M. E. Church, were introduced to
the Conference. Bro. Chalmon spoke at some length of
the wants of his people. It was not the form of Chris­
tianity so much-they had that; but the power. He was
a )Iethoclist; and if aMethodist, he wanted to be a Method-
ist indeed, according to the old standard ofMethodism. He
wanted to be a free man in a free Church, with no one to
say, Stop now! you have gone far enough. He proposed
to unite with this Church and Conference. He could see
nothing before him; but he had commenced once before
on nothing, and God prospered him. He wished to labor
in bringing his people to this country and colonizing them
here; and if the Conference would receive him on those
conditions, hewould unitewith them. He was duly received.
Joseph Travis and Benjamin Hackney were elected
members of the Executive Committee.
Wm. Cooley was received from the Susquehanna Con­
ference.
On Saturday P. xr., the Memorial services were helel.­
The Conference joined in singing the l086th Hymn, and
prayer was offered by Bro. Travis.
The memoir of Rev. Wm. B. Tracy was read, and ad­
dresses were made by J. G. Terrill, D. ]H. Rose, L. L. Bur­
dick, C. 'Y. Frink, L. Bailey, T. S. Ladue, and Sister J.
'Y. Dake.
The memoir of Rev. George H. Fox was read, and ad­
dresses made by B. F. Doughty, J. Travis, and B. T. Rob­
erts.
The memoir of Rev. 'Ym. Anderson was read, and an
address made by L. Bailey.
The Secretary was ordered to forward to each of the
families of the departed brethren, a copy of the memoirs,
and the proceedings of the Conference in connection there..
with.
The wants of the family of Bro. Anderson were laid be­
fore the Conference, and the following brethren were ap­
pointed to purchase a home for them: C. H. Uriderwood,
B. Hackney, E. A. Kimball.
An offer-of a bequest to the Church, for the benefit of
the widows and orphans of Free Methodist preachers, by
<to
a friend, was laid before the Conference, and referred to
the following committee: J. Travis, B. Hackney, E. A.
Kimball.
B. T. Roberts spoke of the progress and prospects of
the school at North Chili, N. Y.
E. A. Kimball, O. P. Rogers, C. E. Harronn, and C. H.
Underwood, were appointed Tent Committee, and instruct­
ed to act with the chairman of the district in which the
tent may be located, for the time being.
A communication was read from the Editor of the Free
Methodist.
Wm. Austin was authorized to take collections through
the Conference in aid of the Colored Church in St. Louis,
and the Secretary was ordered to give him a certificate of
the same.
E. Hackney, the Chairman of Fox River Distict, and
the preacher in charge of Chicago, were appointed Build­
ing Committee for the Church in Chicago.
The adoption of the report of the committee on the State
of the 'Vork was rescinded.
After the reading of the Appointments, J. Travis was
elected Chairman of Fox River District; J. W. Dake, of
Freeport District; T. S. Ladue, of Minnesota District;
and C. H. Lovejoy, of Kansas District.
It was recommended to organize a new Conference, to
embrace Southern Illinois, Missouri and Kansas.
The Secretaries were appointed a Committee to Publish
the Minutes.
The Secretary was ordered to publish the Appointments
in the Chicago and Galva papers.
WHE� COLLECTIO:NS TO BE TAKEN.
Missionary Collection-First Sabbath November, 1868.
Superannuated Collection-First Sabbath in June, 1869.
47
RESOLUTIONS.
Resolved, That we deem it of vital importance that all our preach­
ers keep an exact history of all their financial operations.
Resolved, That we, as a Conference, fully sympathize with the
Editor of the Free Metlwdist, in his efforts to establish a weekly pa­
per, though we do not feel ourselves responsible for its indebtedness,
because of non-compliance with the instructions of the General
Conference; and we pledge ourselves to do all we can for its sup­
port, by increasing its circulation and by our donations.
Resolved, That we utterly disapprove of our preachers and official
boards commencing to build churches, until at least two-thirds of the
required amount is provided for within the bounds of the circuit in
which it is proposed to build.
Resolved, That Bro. Amasa Lord, State Agent of the A. B. S., be
notified of the time when our other Conference collections will be
taken, that he may arrange the appointments of his agents so as
not to conflict with the same.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
I.-ON THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY.
Your Committee, to whose care is intrusted the preparation of a
report on the State of the Conntry, would call to remembrance
that our" God ruleth in the heavens," "and doeth as He will among
the children of men;" and that to Christ, our Saviour, is given all
authority and dominion: hence, mere politics are unbecoming our
profession-party interests too low. But as God in His word has
enjoined upon us fealty to governments, it is plainly our duty to
guard, and as far as in us lieth, to preserve and to transmit to our
children, unimpaired, the religious and moral principles upon which
our free institutions are founded; and whenever these princlples are
jeopardized by party politics, unwatchfulness, or national sins, to
unmistakably speak out; and only under such circumstances, to do
so as a Church.
We view, with deep concern, the tendencies of the day to extrav­
agance in dress, equipage, living, etc., as seen on every hand. Li­
centiousness, as developed in the growing disregard of the marriage
eovenent, the numerous and too successful applications for divorce
on light grounds: unnaturalness, which in its developments among
us, furnishes food for painful meditation and fear for the future of
our country, and righteous indignation and holy disgust toward the
perpetrators of these evils, so wide-spread, and reaching into high
places. Legtslative corruption-making legislation upon principle
almost a moral ilnpossibility. Popular Churchism-in its shows
and shams, seeking to supplant the embodiments of that earnest,
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godly simplicity, which designates the true Church of Chrlst ; and
with its pompous doings, obscuring Christ from the mental vision;
faith in His atonement, as the only mode of access to God, from the
heart-resulting in the abrogation of all spirltual Iife, and a substi­
tution of a code of mere morality in lieu thereof. The wide-spreading
growth of a semi-pious scepticism, which, under the general name
of Christianity, tolerates almost any degree of latitudinarianism in
disbelief and exposition of the word of God: the growing and
manifested aversion to our laws, which are intended to preserve our
morality and religious restraints-such as our Sabbath laws, liquor
laws, marriage laws, etc.,-and this under the specious plea of the
liberty of the subject, and the cry, " We don't like to be proscribed."
And it is with shame and grief we confess, that in all our political
parties, there are to be found men willing to compromise sound mol'
alityand godly sentiment for their own political preferment and
party advancement.
We sorrowfully record the unsettled condition of some of the
Southern States; the recent exhibition of the old spirit of rebellion.
against constitutional government; the vindictive and murderous
spirit which i.s rampant in some localities, and which is too often
gratified in the loss of human life, the embarassment of the general
and state governments-to the detriment of home industry, the de­
struction of peace and prosperity, the extinction of true religious
feeling, and the degradation of the guilty parties. In view of these
things, while we would" Render unto Ceesar the things that are
Cresar's," by allowing for human interference in sound legislation,
judicial integrity, prompt administration and impartial execution of
sound laws, all that it can do; still, our help is in God.
With gratitude to God, we recognize an increase of Christian ac­
tivity, as manifested in S. S. Conventions; general zeal in Bible and
Tract distribution; the establishment of Christian Unions through.
out the land, with their visiting committees, noon-day prayer-meet­
ings, etc, which, although not resulting in as deep and thorough
present work of grace as we could desire; still, employing earnest
and faithful men, and sowing the seed of God's word everywhere­
from which seed, quickened by the Holy Spirit, we hope in God to
realize a future harvest of souls: for He hath said, " My word shall
not return unto me void, hut shall accomplish the end for which I
send it." Also, a degree of plain speaking in some of our religions
and secular journals, against the growing sins and follies of our
modern Church performances.
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In conclusion, we recommend to each of our people the exhorta­
tion of Holy Writ, "Keep thyself pure;" also collectively, to" keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." And while, as indio
viduals, they discharge their duty to their country, to keep them.
selves free from the entanglements of party politics, and political
strife.
H.-ON SECRET SOCIETIES.
[The chairman of the Committee was obliged to return 110me be­
fore Conference closed, and the report was not handed in.-ISEc'Y.]
IlI.-ON TEMPERANCE.
Your Committee beg leave to report: Whereas, The evils of in­
temperance are increasing in our land, and that in a most insidious
and dangerous form-especially injuring our young men, enervating
many and debauching them, and being an indispensable of doggeries,
saloons, club-houses, and gambling-hells; and Wllereas, Statistics
show an immense traffic in ardent spirits-so great, that Secretary
Wells, appointed by Government to investigate the subject, states
that the sum spent for intoxicating liquors in the United States for
one year exceeds the entire national debt; and Wllereas, Hop rais­
ing has become a mania, especially in the West, on account of its
large profits: therefore,
Resolved, That we will gird ourselves anew to the Temperance
work. We will preach more frequently on this subject, and we will
make that a matter of religious and church duty, which is now too
generally in the hands of societies, secret and otherwise, professedly
worldly, which have too evidently failed to stay this tide of ruin.
Resolved, That we most emphatically protest against any of our
members cultivating for sale, those plants or grains which derive
their market value from beer-making, and against their selling any
grain which they know is going to the brewer or distiller. And we
warn them against being misled by the statement, that a large por­
tion of hops are used for coloring and tanning purposes, as so high
an authority as the Secretary of the U. S. Agricultural Bureau, states
that hops possess no coloring and tanning properties in sufficient
degree to make them an article of commerce; but their use is con­
fined almost exclusively to the manufacture of strong beer.
IV.-ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
Your Committee beg leave to report: Twenty schools, and ten
hundred and thirty-eight scholars, as reported from the different
circuits. Some reports give the number of officers and teachers,
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and the Dumber of volumes in library, while others do not.• while
one essential item is neglected by all: the amount expended for
Sabbath School purposes. We want to know what is done, and
what are the results of our labors. There is reason to thank God
for the improvement in literature, and methods and appliances for
prosecuting the Sabbath School work; and as this improvement has
been brought about mostly through the discussions and interchange
of thought of S. S. Conventions. we would urge our membership to
attend them. One t.hing should be borne in mind by all interested
ill this work: that only as our methods and appliances are of a re­
ligious character - as Christ is all in all and above all-are they of
real benefit to the children and the church.
V.-ON MISSIONS.
'I'he cause of missions is the cause of God; therefore, every. child
of God is, by his divine rclationehip, identified with the mlsslouary
work. As Fre-e Methodists, it is not only our duty t.o provide for
and take care of societies already organized, but. to advance upon
the ern-my by enlarging our work and going into" regions beyond."
VVc�. 111; a Church. are suffering grpatly for the want ofmeans to carry
OD our work, in the fir-lds opening IIp before us, Money W(� need,
and money \VI;' 'III list lutoe. 'Vel fear, in this ragard, we have failed,
�a(l1y fuiled in doing our whole duty. Hp�olut.ionE! look well on pa­
per; out they don't Illee·t the C3Ele. Action! ACTION!! is what WCl
need. Our present want is men and money. That we may have
men, let us heseech t he Lord of the harvest, to send forth laborers
into the vineyard : that we may have means, while we put our hands
intu our pockr-ts, let us make our lil peal to the cousciences of onr
people. Our present want of money is not less than two lmndred
dolitu». This nruch we need, and must have if posslble. We need
for the Tipton work in Missouri, one hvndred and fifty dollar». For
the i rurnediate rt-'lipf of Bro. Washburne, in Kansas, fifty dollars»:
Last year we j.rorniscd 131"0. Washburne three hundred dollars to
build It church at Tipton, fur our colored brethren, of which we re­
celved only tl{'I'1!f.1I .doUarll. VV I-' also promised Bro. Washbums
three IUIi/r.TI d dollars toward his -npport, of which he received only
ou« 11I1I1f'l/"l d aint tldrtu-fioe dollars. Our immediate want is not If'88
r.!i!10 tim Iurntlred dollars. To raise this sum, we suggest a mission­
ar.,· meeting- nnei collection at this Conference::X- For the purpose of
"" ThO' lIIi"�iollary meeting was held Sn1>bath afternoon, and $!58.04 was raised.
It W3� truly a precious aeason,
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carrying forward the work in those fields unable to sustain them­
selves, we
Resolve, To raise, this Conference year, not less than fifty cents per
member. And would recommend that B. Hackney be elected Treas­
urer, and J. G. Terrill Secretary, of our Missionary Society.
VI.-MISSIONARY TREASURER'S REPORT.
Received .••............................................ $165 71
Disbursed ' , 165 71
B. HACKNEY, Treasurer-,
VII.-TO PROVIDE A HOME FOR BRO. ANDERSON'S FAMILY.
Isr. We respectfully recommend the appointing of a committee
of three, who shall provide for and raise the required sum to pur­
chase a suitable home, and hold the same in trust for the benefit of
Bro. Anderson's widow as long as she remains his widow. And it
shall be provided in the deed securing said property. that when it
shall ceased to be used for the purpose herein specified, that it shall
be put to sale to the highest and best bidder; and the subscribers
shall have the privilege of dictating as to the disposition of the pro­
ceeds, in proportion to the amount of their subscription, and the
remainder, if any, shall be applied to the Widows' and Orphan's
Fund of the Church, which shall be faithfully observed unless oth­
erwise directed by the Annual Conference. Provided, however, that
the Annual Conference shall not dispose of the proceeds otherwise
than in the manner herein provided, without the will and consent of
the subscribers.
2d. We recommend, that a subscription be immediately taken up
for this purpose."
VIII.-ON EDUCATION.
Because of the pre-eminence which we, as a Church, give to the
work of grace in the heart, there may seem to be a lack of appreci­
ation on our part of the cultivation of the mind. Yet we claim that
such is by no means the case; but, on the contrary, we feel that we
cannot estimate too highly the thorough practical education of all
classes. From the facts before us, we have reason to believe that
the School lately opened in North Chili, N. Y., under the auspices
of the Genesee and Susquehanna Conferences, and the supervision
* The subscription was taken, and about $350 obtained.
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of Rev. B. T. Roberts, affords superior advantages for the acquire­
ment of such an education. Therefore,
Resoloed, That we recommend this School to the co-operation and
patronage of our people throughout the land.
The cause of God, so far as committed to our keeping, has un­
doubtedly suffered much for want of a judicious and proper admin­
istration of our Discipline. Therefore,
Resolved, 'I'hat next to a knowledge of the Bible, we consider a
thorough acquaintance with the letter and spirit of our Discipline,
by' our official members, and particularly our preachers, to be <if par­
amount importance.
IX.-ON PUBLICATIONS.
Resolved, 1. That we consider" THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN" a very
efficient instrumentality in the propagation of pure Bible truth,
thereby inspiring a.correct religious sentiment among the people.­
We love it, because in it we find truths of primary importance, which
are withheld by other publications of professely like nature; be­
cause it contains much of pure truth, very essential to the prosperity
of our :ihurch: and we will therefore do all in our power to increase
its circulation.
2. That as a Conference, we have deeply felt for some time the
necessity of having a weekly paper, to set forth our position as the
followers of Christ, in contradistinction to the popular, time-serving,
dead formalism of the present day. We therefore heartily welcome
The Free Methodist into ourmidst, as an outspoken, uncompromising,
exponent of pure Bible doctrine; and would suggest that it be kept
free from party politics, that it may, in such holy separateness. stand
where it can deal blows for truth on religious and moral issues, un­
trammeled by any antecedent party issues.
3. We believe much good has been done by the distribution of
tracts, and we therefore adopt the report of last year, and urge upon
our people the necessity of putting forth a greater effort than here.
tofore, in raising means for distributing those tracts throughout the
country, that stand upon our list.
X.-REPORT OF TENT COMMITTEE,
APPOINTED BY THE FOX RIVER DISTRICT QUA&. CONFERENCE.
The total amount of subscriptions received to purchase the
Tent, is _ _ .......•........•...... $390 00
And the amount paid in _ __ .. 258 00
Leaving a balance unpaid of , ....•. $132 00
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After spending some time in getting prices, both in Chicago and
in the East, we decided toorder a circular or round tent from Chica­
go, 50 feet in diameter, at a cost of...............•....... $268 00
The wood-work and necessary fixtures cost., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 47
A small tent, 9 by 9 feet, for the convenience of those going
with the tent, cost " , . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . 22 00
Making the entire cost of both tents and fixtures $345 47
Leaving a balance unpaid and due of $87 47
The practical working of the tent has been successful. We found
it impossible to properlyman the tent; and after an unsuccessful at­
tempt to procure help to labor, it was set in motion with one preacher
and one layman-Chas. E. Harroun and E. A. Kimball.
One meeting has been held of nearly three weeks, at which some
twenty were converted, and a class of twelve organized. We are
of the opinion, that the tent can be made serviceable to the Church
and the cause of God.
XL-ON MEMOIRS.
During the year that has passed, three of our number have fallen
by the hand of death: George H. Fox, William B. Tracy, and Wil­
liam Anderson.
GEORGE H. Fox was born in June, 1823, and born again on the old
Kendall circuit, Genesee Conference, N. Y., in 1840. He was early
called to the ministry, and was for many years a successful preacher
in the Wisconsin Conference of the M. E. Church. When the issue
upon the life and power of godliness was made, and many were ex­
pelled from the M. E. Church because of their adherence to Meth­
odism as it was, he felt it to be his duty to become united with the
Free Methodist Church. He did so at the Garden Prairie Camp­
meeting, in the fall of 1864. He remained a zealous and faithful
member until hls death. In our late struggle as a nation, he enlisted
in the cause of freedom, and served as a captain for two years, and
afterwards as a chaplain, for one year. The exposures to which he
was subjected, laid the foundation of the disease which carried him
to his grave. After his return, he continued to serve God and the
Church as chairman of the Wisconsin District. He was a man of
God-esteemed and beloved by all who knew him. The wonderful
power of God to save was deeply stamped upon his soul. He lin­
gered for several months under the terrible hand of disease, during
which, patience and resignation were exemplified in a wonderful
degree. His soul wos buoyed up with the blissful prospect of enter,
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ing into life eternal. Just before crossing over the river, the mellow
light of Glory, brighter than the richest gold, filled his room, and
he shouted, "Glory! gloryto the Lamb!" to the last. The waters
of Jordan were divided-the sting of death was forgotten in the
shout of triumph. As his friends were praying by his bedside, he
passed away without a struggle.
As a preacher, he was clear, forcible, faithful, and successful. He
was not one that healed slightly. He bore.a strong testimony against
the sins of the day, contending for a thorough work of grace in the
soul.
WILLIAM BROWN TRACY was born December 23,1833, and died in
February, 1868. He was converted when about sixteen years of age.
Experienced perfect love during tile winter of 1861. Was received
on trial in the Illinois Conference, at Aurora, in 1866, and appointed
to Bureau circuit, which he traveled with acceptability, us far as his
health would permit. At the Conference at Elgin, last year, he was
ordained Deacon, and appointed to Northern Iowa. He commenced
work with a good prospect of success. During a protracted meeting,
his health utterly gave way, and in two weeks God took him home.
His death was most triumphant. At the last, as though the " Boaj­
man" had come to ferry him across the river, he answered, "Yes,
yes." a number of times. Before his friends could reach his side, he
was gone.
Wherever Bro. Tracy labored, he commanded the respect and es­
teem of men, for his meekness and fidelity. Cut down in middle
life, with a history hardly begun, he has gone up on high, to finish
his record among the redeemed at the right hand of God.
WILLIAM ANDERSON was born in Inniskillen, Ireland, March 30,
1825. He came to Canada East when three years of age. He was
converted at the age of thirteen, and was an exemplary Christian
till his death, August 4, 1868,_at Belvidere, Boone Co., Ill. He be
gan to preach in 1858. He labored in Bruce Co., Canada West, for
seven years; came to Illinois in Aagust, 1865, and united soon after
with the Free Methodist Church in St. Charles, and the following
year was received into the Illinois Annual Conference. He had suf
fered for many years from an affection of the lungs, and a few months
previous to his death was attacked with hemorrhage, which disabled
him from preaching. While slowly recovering, he visted his friends
at Belvidere, and was attacked a second time with hemorrhage,
which terminated fatally the seventh day.
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As a preacher, he maintained" sound doctrine," and labored with
zeal and faithfulness only limited by his physical strength. His
genial nature and eminent social qualities won numerous friends
among all classes of society. The genulneness of his religious ex­
perience was tested by a consciousness of the approach of death,
and was not found wanting. His fai th was triumplwnt wJIen called
to push off alone from the shores of time, leaving behind him a
large, affectionate, interesting, and helpless family. Such expres­
sions as the following, were uttered with a power and unction that.
stirred the hearts of a11 present. "0, glory! 0, glory! it is glory
all around." Looking at his' emaciated hand, he pxclaimt'd," Poor,
frail tenement, soon to crumble to dust! But the vail shall drop,
and I shall enter a glorious eternity. Bro. Bailey, tell my brethren
in the ministry, I die happy; I realize the consolation of that same
Gospel I have tried to preach to others. Saved! saved l Saved
through the blood of the Lamb! 0; such a glory in my soul! Glo­
ry to Goel in the highest !"
Thus passed away to his reward and long home another of our
beloved and much-needed laborers in the ministry. 0, God! how
inscrutable are thy providences ! But from onr chastened hearts we
say, "Thy will be done." Nevertheless, our cry shall come up to
thee, " Send forth laborers into the harvest." While we mourn our
loss of these valuable members, faithful labores, and warm-hearted
Christian brethren, we greatly rejoice that they died well. "While
the ranks of our effective workers have been thus invaded in .the
providenceof God, our faith rests in His power. to raise up and send
forth more into the field.
The families of our deceased brethren have our profound sympa­
thy and most heart- felt prayers. in these hours-of grief and trial.­
"'\"{e shall ever feel it our bounden duty to exercise a special watch­
csre over the temporal welfare of these families, thus l- ft desolate
and helpless.
